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JUSTICE(?h  LAW  AND 

BY  WILLIAM  LUNSFORD 

In  1970  there  were  approximately  5.6 
million  crimes  committed  in  the  U.S. 

Of  the  total,  731,000  offenses  were 
listed  as  violent  (murder,  non-negli- 
gent  manslaughter,  forcible  rape,  rob¬ 
bery,  and  aggravated  assault).  The 
federal  government  spent  an  esti¬ 
mated  $1.4  billion  in  fiscal  1971  for 
crime  reduction  programs.  The  crime 
rate  has  increased  by  an  average  of 
10%  per  year  every  year  in  the 
decade  between  1960  and  1970.  In 
1969  there  were  2.8  million  hand¬ 
guns  produced  in  the  U.S.  It  has  been 
estimated  that  Americans  had  90  mil¬ 
lion  firearms  (including  rifles  and 
shotguns)  in  their  possession  in  1968. 
FBI  statistics  indicate  that  52%  of  all 
murders  in  1970  were  committed  with 
handguns;  5%  with  rifles,  and  8% 
with  shotguns.  These  statistics  rep¬ 
resent  some  of  the  hard  core  evidence 
of  the  nation's  wave  of  crime  and 
violence. 

Today  there  is  a  loud  cry  in  the 
land  for  law  and  order.  There  is  also 
a  muted  call  for  justice,  only  heard, 
and  then  often  misunderstood,  when 
the  names  of  places  like  Attica  State 
Prison  skyrocket  into  national  prom¬ 
inence.  The  desperate  pleas  for  jus¬ 
tice  are  invariably  drowned  out  by  the 
ever-louder  shouts  of  "Law  and  Or¬ 
der  must  prevail!"  Does  the  fervor 
of  those  who  call  for  law  and  order 
first  and  foremost  indicate  the  Amer¬ 
ican  people  are  willing  to  pay  the 
same  price  for  law  and  order  which 
Germany  and  the  rest  of  the  world 
paid  in  the  late  1930's  and  early  40's? 

GREATEST  DANGER 

The  national  mood  is  one  of  fear  and 
apprehension,  and  what  seems  to  be 
a  growing  segment  of  the  population 
is  evidently  willing  to  pay  any  price 
to  have  law  and  order.  The  greatest 


ORDER  IN  AMERICA 

danger  to  the  nation  does  not  seem 
to  be  posed  by  the  threat  of  a  law¬ 
less  society,  but  rather  by  the  sus¬ 
ceptibility  of  many  people  to  accept 
emotion-stirring  rhetoric  as  fact,  and 
the  inability  of  most  to  resist  being 
knee-jerk  reactionaries.  The  current 
mood  has  made  it  possible  for  the 
politics  of  fear  and  division  to  flour¬ 
ish.  Certain  politicians,  being  totally 
pragmatic,  have  seized  upon  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  catapult  themselves  into 
the  national  limelight.  There  can  be 
no  question  that  crime  and  violence 
are  tremendously  serious  problems  in 
America,  and  that  something  must  be 
done  about  eliminating  them  both. 
Crime,  and  the  violent  behavior  re¬ 
lated  to  crime,  don't  exist  in  a  vac¬ 
uum,  however. 

Crime  statistics  continue  to  in¬ 
crease  at  the  same  time  the  poverty 
population  of  the  nation  continues 
to  rise.  The  chasm  between  the 
"haves"  and  "have  nots"  continues 
to  widen,  while  more  and  more  peo¬ 
ple  seek  oblivion  from  the  pain  of 
living  through  the  anesthestic  effects 
of  a  syringe  of  heroin.  To  remain 
oblivious  to  pain  requires  a  never- 
ending  "fix",  and  that  requires  a 
never-ending  supply  of  what  one  per¬ 
ceives  the  "haves"  possess  in  unlim¬ 
ited  quantities — money.  The  "haves" 
are  not  giving  anything  away  freely, 
therefore  one  must  take  it  at  all  costs 
if  one  does  not  want  the  pain  to  re¬ 
turn.  The  powerful  pick  and  choose 
which  elements  of  the  law  they  them¬ 
selves  will  obey  (i.e.  school  desegre¬ 
gation  orders),  while  the  powerless 
wonder  if  there  is  truly  protection  for 
them  under  the  law  (i.e.  the  inability 
or  unwillingness  of  government  to 
fully  guarantee  14th  and  15th  Amend¬ 
ment  rights,  and  the  full  enforcement 
of  the  provisions  of  the  1964  and 
1968  Civil  Rights  Acts).  The  belief 


that  blacks,  and  anyone  else  who 
happens  not  to  be  Caucasian  is  bio¬ 
logically  and  mentally  inferior  (ex¬ 
cept  for  athletic  abilities  and  sex¬ 
ual  prowess)  remains  strong  in 
white  communities  around  the  nation 
(North,  South,  East  and  West).  Amer¬ 
ica  is  rapidly  becoming  one  gigantic 
armed  camp  as  citizens  exercise  their 
"right  to  bear  arms,"  and  many  exer¬ 
cise  what  they  evidently  perceive  as 
an  implicit  right:  the  right  to  use  their 
firearms  to  get  their  way,  be  it  rob¬ 
bery,  murder,  swift  law  enforcement, 
or  political  assassination. 

CRIME  AND  VIOLENCE  DON’T  EXIST 
IN  A  VACUUM 

Be  it  reportage  of  a  new  mass  murder, 
student  uprising,  or  latest  news  of  the 
carnage  in  Indochina,  most  Ameri¬ 
cans  profess  an  abhorrence  of  the 
violence  displayed  on  their  television 
sets  and  in  the  newspapers.  However, 
I  ask,  is  the  physical  and  psychologi¬ 
cal  violence  of  hunger,  or  of  being 
red,  brown,  or  black  and  unable  to 
receive  the  same  rights  and  privileges 
enjoyed  by  most  in  society,  more 
acceptable  than  the  physical  violence 
of  war?  Is  law  and  order  without  jus¬ 
tice  anything  less  than  tyranny? 

The  nation's  real  need  is  not  the 
establishment  of  law  and  order,  but 
the  disestablishment  of  racism,  eco¬ 
nomic  deprivation  and  poverty,  and 
the  institutionalization  of  justice  as 
a  way  of  life.  There  are  no  easy  an¬ 
swers  to  difficult  problems,  but  it 
seems  almost  certain  that  if  some  of 
the  nation's  most  serious  domestic 
problems  were  tackled  with  the  same 
zeal  exhibited  in  the  quest  to  be  first 
on  the  moon,  crime  and  violence 
would  have  to  be  diminished  sig¬ 
nificantly. 

The  elimination  of  such  inequities 
as  being  able  to  provide  a  black 
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youngster  with  job  training  or  even 
a  college  education  as  a  part  of  a 
rehabilitation  program  in  a  prison, 
but  not  being  able  to  assure  that  his 
brothers  and  sisters  outside  the  walls 
also  have  the  same  opportunities  be¬ 
fore  committing  a  crime,  would  make 
America  a  more  tranquil  society.  If 
strict  gun  control  legislation  were  en¬ 
acted,  limiting  the  Dodge  City  atmos¬ 
phere  in  the  nation,  there  would  have 
to  be  less  violent  crime  (it  will  be 
interesting  to  see  what  effect  the  at¬ 
tempted  assassination  of  a  strong  law 
and  order  advocate  will  have  on  the 
passage  of  new  federal  handgun  con¬ 
trol  legislation). 

America  can  be,  and  must  be  a 
great  enough  nation  to  provide  for 
justice  first,  and  then  law  and  order 
as  a  preservative  of  that  justice. 

WELFARE  LEGISLATION  NEARS 

THE  CROSSROADS 

Fears  that  the  Senate  Finance  Cmte. 
would  report  a  welfare  bill  much 
worse  than  the  already  inadequate 
Title  IV  of  HRl  have  proved  to  be 
justified.  The  Committee  has  voted 
to  substitute  a  proposal  by  its  chair¬ 
man,  Sen.  Long,  La.,  for  the  Presi¬ 
dent's  Family  Assistance  Plan.  The 
Long  proposal  would  make  40%  of 
current  recipients  ineligible  for  wel¬ 
fare  payments.  Ineligible  families 
would  be  given  a  "guaranteed  job  op¬ 
portunity"  either  working  in  a  private 
or  public  sector  job  at  a  wage  as  low 
as  $1. 20/hour.  Those  persons  who 
were  not  placed  with  private  employ¬ 
ers,  or  on  a  public  service  job  would 
be  employed  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  by  a  Federal  Employment  Cor¬ 
poration.  The  FEC  would  operate 
similar  to  a  "Kelly  Girl  Service,"  hir¬ 
ing  out  workers  for  menial  labor  at 
a  wage  of  $1. 20/hour,  or  utilizing 
them  on  make-work  projects.  Write 
to  FCNL  for  a  detailed  description 
of  Long's  welfare  proposal. 

TO  ALL  MANKIND 

"This  bill  would  amount  to  unilateral 
U.S.  appropriation  of  seabed  re¬ 
sources  which  do  not  belong  to  us, 
and  in  fact  already  have  been  de¬ 
clared,  with  our  approval,  to  belong 
to  all  mankind,"  Sam  Levering  of 
FCNL  testified  on  HR13904,  the  Deep 
Seabed  Hard  Mineral  Resources  Act. 
Send  for  Levering's  complete  testi¬ 
mony  May  25  before  the  House 
Oceanography  Subcommittee,  and  for 
Levering's  paper:  "Some  Comments 
on  S2801  and  HR13904"  (20^  each). 


AN  ADMINISTRATION  LOOPHOLE 

Congressional  end-the-war  action  was 
slowed  by  the  President's  visit  to 
Moscow,  but  signs  of  building  mo¬ 
mentum  are  evident  .  The  adminis¬ 
tration  will  try  to  delay  action  as  long 
as  possible  to  forestall  damaging 
amendments  to  its  policies.  The  pro¬ 
posed  Mansfield  Amendment  in  the 
Senate,  and  a  House  Foreign  Affairs 
Cmte.  Joint  Resolution  are  main  ave¬ 
nues  of  anti-war  concentration  at  the 
present  time. 

A  ceasefire  provision  has  become 
an  administration  loophole,  assuring 
the  executive  branch  complete  con¬ 
trol  over  Vietnam  policies.  The  Sen¬ 
ate  gutted  the  modified  Church-Case 
amendment  to  the  State  Dept,  au¬ 
thorization  bill  (S3526)  May  16,  vot¬ 
ing  47-43  to  add  Sen.  Byrd's  (W.  Va.) 
ceasefire  stipulation.  (Send  15^  to 
FCNL  for  "Ceasefire" — A  Formula  To 
Continue  The  War,  Not  End  It,  by 
Edward  F.  Snyder.) 

(Snyder  says  an  "internationally 
supervised  ceasefire"  is  a  highly  com¬ 
plicated  agreement,  especially  in  the 
absence  of  a  decisive  military  situa¬ 
tion.  It  could  take  months  or  years  to 
negotiate — witness  the  current  Paris 
negotiations.) 

Sen.  Mansfield  (Mont.)  May  16 
proposed  an  amendment  as  a  prob¬ 
able  substitution  for  Sec.  701,  the 
original  Church-Case  measure  in 
S3526.  The  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Cmte.  also  added  it  to  the  Foreign 
Military  Aid  Bill. 

The  text  follows: 

"(a)  all  U.S.  military  forces,  including 
combat  and  support  forces  stationed 
in  South  Vietnam,  shall  be  withdrawn 
in  a  safe  and  orderly  manner  from 
South  Vietnam  no  later  than  August 
31,  1972.  No  funds  shall  be  author¬ 
ized,  appropriated  or  used  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  any  U.S.  mil¬ 
itary  forces,  including  combat  and 
support  forces  in  South  Vietnam  after 
August  31,  1972. 

"(b)  The  involvement  of  U.S.  mili¬ 
tary  forces,  land,  sea  or  air  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining,  supporting 
or  engaging  in  hostilities  in  or  over 
Indochina  shall  terminate  after  an 
agreement  for  a  verified  ceasefire  be¬ 
tween  United  States  Forces  and  the 
National  Liberation  Front  and  those 
allied  with  the  National  Liberation 
Front  and  the  release  of  all  prisoners 
of  war  held  by  the  Government  of 


North  Vietnam  and  forces  allied  with 
such  government  and  an  accounting 
for  all  Americans  missing  in  action 
who  have  been  held  by  or  known  to 
such  Government  or  such  forces.  An 
accounting  for  such  American  per¬ 
sonnel  referred  to  above  shall  be 
subject  to  verification  by  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Red  Cross  or  any  other  inter¬ 
national  body  mutually  agreed  to  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Government  of  North  Vietnam." 

The  House  Foreign  Affairs  Cmte. 
has  held  hearings  on  the  Joint  Reso¬ 
lution  that  originated  in  a  move  by 
the  House  Democratic  Caucus,  ask¬ 
ing  the  Committee  to  report  out  some 
type  of  end-the-war  legislation.  Those 
testifying  to  date  have  included  Secy, 
of  State  Rogers  (in  closed  session), 
former  Defense  Secy.  Clifford,  Mal¬ 
colm  Moos,  President  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Minn.,  and  Robert  Goheen, 
President  of  Princeton. 

The  text  of  the  resolution  in  com¬ 
mittee  follows: 

"Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  that  the  involvement  of  U.S. 
military  forces,  land,  sea  or  air,  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  supporting  or  engaging  in  hostilities 
in  or  over  Indochina  shall  terminate  and  such  forces 
withdrawn  not  later  than  October  1,  1972,  subject 
to  the  release  of  all  prisoners  of  war  held  by  the 
Government  of  North  Vietnam  and  forces  allied  with 
such  government  and  an  accounting  for  all  Ameri¬ 
cans  missing  in  action  who  have  been  held  by  the 
Government  or  known  to  such  Government;  and 
subject  to  the  safe  withdrawal  of  the  remaining  U.S. 
forces  from  Indochina.  An  accounting  for  such 
American  personnel  referred  to  above  shall  be 
subject  to  confirmation  by  the  International  Red 
Cross  or  any  other  international  body  mutually 
agreed  to  by  the  President  of  the  U.S.  and  the 
Government  of  North  Vietnam." 

Inclusion  of  a  Byrd-type  cease¬ 
fire  requirement  would  seriously 
cripple  this  resolution.  Write,  call  or 
wire  your  Senators  and  Representa¬ 
tives  urging  support  for  strong  legis¬ 
lation  which  effectively  and  deci¬ 
sively  ends  all  U.S.  military  and 
paramilitary  involvement  in  Indo¬ 
china.  Best  proposal:  Mike  Gravel, 
Alaska,  introduced  with  18  co-spon- 
sors  S3409  in  the  Senate.  Robert 
Drinan,  Mass.,  introduced  the  same 
legislation  in  the  House,  HR14055, 
with  more  than  80  co-sponsors.  (See 
the  April  and  May  FCNL  News¬ 
letters).  May  be  strongest  politically 
feasible  proposal:  Mansfield  Amend¬ 
ment  (See  above).  Good,  but  ambigu¬ 
ous  in  some  respects:  Current  House 
Committee  resolution  (See  above). 
Should  be  defeated:  Case-Church  as 
amended  by  Byrd  ceasefire  proposal. 
Write  FCNL  for  more  detailed  anal¬ 
ysis. 
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HOW  OFTEN  CAN  CONGRESS 
BE  FOOLED? 

Members  who  voted  for  draft  exten¬ 
sion  last  year  may  be  feeling  some¬ 
what  sheepish  now.  A  majority 
buckled  in  the  face  of  intense  admin¬ 
istration  pressure  in  late  September 
which  included  a  special  Presidential 
news  conference  and  lobbying  by  the 
Defense  Secretary,  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff  and  Service  Secretaries.  Four 
days  after  the  Senate  finally  approved 
the  draft  on  Sept.  21,  the  Associated 
Press  reported  that  "While  Secretary 
of  Defense  Melvin  R.  Laird  was  warn¬ 
ing  Congress  of  a  serious  military 
manpower  crisis  unless  the  draft  was 
renewed,  the  Army  was  telling  its 
recruiters  to  turn  away  veterans 
wanting  to  re-enlist." 

On  Feb.  2  this  year,  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Post  quoted  government  man¬ 
power  officials  as  saying  "that  Presi¬ 
dent  Nixon  and  Defense  Secretary 
Melvin  Laird  set  an  artificially  high 
draft  call  of  10,000  spread  over  Oc¬ 
tober,  November  and  December  of 
1971  to  demonstrate  to  Congress  the 
need  for  the  draft.  This  filled  up 
spaces  that  ordinarily  would  have 
gone  to  high-quality  volunteers." 

Sens.  McGovern,  Cranston,  Steven¬ 
son,  Church,  Gravel  and  Proxmire 
have  joined  Sen.  Hatfield,  Ore.,  as 
co-sponsors  of  Amendment  No.  914 
to  end  induction  authority  this  July 
1.  Rep.  Harrington  (Mass.)  may  offer 
a  similar  amendment  in  the  House. 
Public  support  is  urgent.  The  amend¬ 
ment  may  be  on  the  floor  when  this 
Newsletter  reaches  you.  FCNL  as 
well  as  the  following  other  organiza¬ 
tions  submitted  statements  to  the 
Senate  Armed  Services  Cmte.,  calling 
for  an  end  to  the  draft  this  year: 
United  Church  of  Christ,  Disciples  of 
Christ,  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference,  SANE,  Americans  for 
Democratic  Action  and  Women's  In¬ 
ternational  League  for  Peace  and 
Freedom  . 


A  CONSTRUCTIVE  FUTURE 

A  final  peace  settlement  of  the  Arab- 
Israeli  dispute  must  include  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  people.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
refugee  camps  in  Jordan,  Syria,  and 
Lebanon  are  mostly  farmers  who,  be¬ 
cause  they  cannot  return  to  their 
farmlands,  cannot  find  work.  They 
need  new  skills  and  must  be  trained 
if  they  are  to  hope  for  useful  employ¬ 
ment.  The  vocational  training  pro¬ 


grams  of  UNRWA  (UN  Relief  and 
Works  Agency)  have  offered  the 
Palestinians  a  viable  future,  and  a 
future  for  peace  negotiations  in  the 
Middle  East. 

In  the  past.  Congress  has  appropri¬ 
ated  a  special  contribution  of  $1  mil¬ 
lion  to  UNRWA.  These  funds  were 
used  to  operate  the  vocational  train¬ 
ing  centers  in  Amman,  Gaza,  and 
Kalandia.  Unless  this  year's  foreign 
aid  appropriations  bill  (HR13759, 
S3390)  includes  the  $1  million, 
UNRWA  will  be  forced  to  close  these 
centers  and  3,000  refugee  students 
will  be  on  the  streets. 

Many  members  of  Congress  have 
been  dissatisfied  with  the  foreign 
aid  program  and  have  urged  cuts  in 
both  economic  and  military  aid. 
UNRWA  has  made  a  strong  and 
successful  effort  to  obtain  its  funds 
from  other  nations.  However,  the 
UNRWA  budget  has  increased  with 
new  educational  and  vocational  train¬ 
ing  programs.  These  programs  offer 
a  constructive  future  for  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  people  and  deserve  full  U.S. 
support.  (Write  FCNL  for  a  copy  of 
a  letter  sent  to  the  House  Appropria¬ 
tions  Cmte.  on  UNRWA  special 
funds.)  (15^) 


REPUDIATING  NATIONAL 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

A  major  United  Nations  crisis  has 
been  instigated  by  a  few  powerful 
members  of  Congress,  especially  Rep. 
Rooney,  N.Y.,  chariman  of  the  Ap¬ 
propriations  Subcmte.  responsible  for 
the  State  Department's  budget.  His 
proposal  to  deny  to  the  UN  or  any 
UN  agency  any  payment  over  25% 
of  the  total  annual  assessments  was 
upheld  May  18  when  Rep.  Derwin- 
ski's  (Ill.)  amendment  to  restore  $25 
million  was  defeated  156-202.  (The 
present  U.S.  assessment  is  31.5%.) 
Rooney's  purpose  seems  not  to  save 
$25  million,  but  to  exercise  a  type 
of  "veto"  over  UN  decisions.  Other 
such  "vetoes"  the  past  2  years  were 
refusal  to  pay  dues  to  the  Inter¬ 
national  Labor  Organization  and  the 
defiance  of  UN  sanctions  against 
Rhodesia.  (The  Senate  May  31  passed 
40-36  an  amendment  by  Sen.  Byrd, 
Va.,  deleting  a  provision  by  Sen.  Mc¬ 
Gee,  Wyo.,  in  S3526,  the  State  Dept, 
authorization  bill,  which  would  have 
repealed  legislation  permitting  impor¬ 
tation  of  Rhodesian  chrome  in  defi¬ 
ance  of  a  UN  embargo). 

The  current  defiance  of  the  rulings 
of  the  International  Court  and  of  the 
UN  General  Assembly  can  only  be 
interi^reled  by  other  UN  members  as 
a  massive  expression  of  no  confidence. 
The  immediate  effect  is  to  cripple  UN 
operations.  Senators  should  be  asked 
to  urge  elimination  of  the  25%  UN 
ceiling  in  HR14989. 


FISHING  LICENSE 

HR9669,  to  give  new  work  and  a  new 
name  to  the  Subversive  Activities 
Control  Board  (SACB),  faces  opposi¬ 
tion  in  the  Senate  following  House 
approval  226-105  on  May  30.  The  bill 
goes  beyond  President  Nixon's  1971 
Executive  Order  11605,  which  some 
say  is  a  fishing  license  to  attack  dissi¬ 
dents.  Sen.  Ervin,  N.C.,  introduced  a 
rider  to  the  SACB  appropriations  bill 
(HR14989),  saying  SACB  can't  spend 
any  of  its  funds  on  the  Order.  The 
House  May  18  defeated  an  amend¬ 
ment  by  Rep.  Yates,  III.,  106-206,  to 
cut  off  all  funds  for  SACB.  No  hear¬ 
ings  have  been  held  yet  on  HR14762 
by  Reps.  Celler,  N.Y.,  and  Mikva,  Ill., 
to  abolish  SACB,  renamed  the  Federal 
Internal  Security  Board  under  HR- 
9669. 
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THOROUGH  MILITARY  BUDGET  REVIEW  NEEDED 


How  many  Americans  realize  that  by 
July  1,  Congress  probably  will  have 
provided  the  President  with  funds  to 
carry  on  the  Indochina  war  through 
June,  1973?  At  least  $7.5  billion  in 
pending  legislation  is  earmarked  to 
carry  hostilities  up  to  the  1973  date. 
The  administration  may  also  request 
additional  funds  to  pay  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  intensified  hostilities.  War  funds 
appear  in  the  Defense  Dept.  (DoD) 
procurement  authorization  and  ap¬ 
propriations  bills,  as  well  as  in  mili¬ 
tary  aid,  the  bulk  of  which  goes  to 
nations  involved  in  the  war.  Of  the 
$5.9  billion  total  the  Appropriations 
Cmte.  has  determined  the  U.S.  plans 
to  offer  in  all  kinds  of  military  as¬ 
sistance,  $4  billion  is  for  East  Asian 
and  Pacific  countries. 

Naval  vessel  loans  are  one  facet 
of  military  assistance  that  makes  the 
U.S.  the  world's  leading  arms  sup¬ 
plier.  The  U.S.  has  92  destroyers, 
destroyer  escorts  and  submarines  on 
loan  to  17  countries.  "The  Nixon 
Doctrine"  according  to  an  FCNL 
study  by  Peter  Kapenga,  "has  given 
new  impetus  to  the  Naval  vessel  loan 
program  because  it  is  interpreted  as 
favoring  the  supply  of  sophisticated 
armaments  to  friendly  countries." 
The  Naval  loan  programs  for  fiscal 
1971  through  1973  total  an  estimated 
$105.7  million  compared  with  $201.4 
million  in  the  previous  20  years. 

Congressional  reaction  to  the  De¬ 
fense  Dept,  procurement  authoriza¬ 
tion  bill  (HR12604,  S3108)  has  been 
affected  by  a  number  of  issues,  in¬ 
cluding  anticipation  of  a  Strategic 
Arms  Limitation  Talks  (SALT)  agree¬ 
ment  which  might  influence  strategic 
weapons  systems  decisions.  Many 


members  of  Congress  realize  that  mil¬ 
itary  expenditures  are  in  danger  of 
getting  out  of  control,  contributing 
seriously  to  an  economy  hurt  by  in¬ 
creasing  budget  deficits.  But  many  of 
them  also  argue  for  military  spending 
to  keep  employment  up. 

There  must  be  a  thorough  review 
of  the  military  budget.  There  is  at 
least  $6.5  billion  for  strategic  weap¬ 
ons  that  could  be  cut  without  dam¬ 
aging  U.S.  security  in  any  conven¬ 
tional  sense.  Partly  in  recognition  of 
this,  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Cmte. 
has  announced  cuts  of  $450  million 
from  requests  for  several  weapons 
systems,  including  $226.8  million 
from  a  planned  airborne  warning  and 
control  system  (AW ACS).  Of  special 
significance  will  be  the  decision  in 
Congress  to  deny  or  provide  money 
to  start  a  giant  nuclear  aircraft  car¬ 
rier  (CYAN  70).  If  the  $299  million 
asked  for  this  year  are  not  cut  in 
committee,  a  move  is  expected  to  de¬ 
lete  funds  in  a  floor  amendment  to 
S3108.  House  committee  efforts  on 
this  failed  this  year.  The  military 
budget  proposes  an  acceleration  of 
the  Underseas  Long-Range  Missile 
System  (ULMS,  now  called  Trident), 
a  new  submarine  which  eventually 
could  cost  $20-30  billion.  Funding 
for  the  Fl4A(Navy)  aircraft  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  get  Senate  Armed  Services 
approval,  but  Sen.  Proxmire,  Wis., 
again  will  make  a  floor  try  on  S3108 
to  delete  or  reduce  the  $734.8  million 
provided  for  it  this  year. 

Efforts  to  cut  the  Defense  Dept, 
budget  through  floor  amendments 
have  generally  failed,  and  some  mem¬ 
bers  are  disenchanted.  The  Congres¬ 
sional  process  and  traditions  discour¬ 


age  legislators  from  trying  to  affect 
military  spending  when  they  are  not 
members  of  committees  directly  re¬ 
sponsible  for  military  and  foreign 
policy.  The  committee  members  are 
regarded  as  experts  and  great  defer¬ 
ence  is  paid  them  and  their  work.  Be¬ 
fore  a  bill  is  reported  out,  its  details 
may  not  be  available  to  other  mem¬ 
bers,  especially  if  they  are  critical. 
Also,  who  wants  to  be  an  unpopular, 
interfering  member  with  no  bargain¬ 
ing  power? 

In  addition,  once  a  big  money  bill 
is  reported  out  of  committee  it  is 
scheduled  for  debate  and  voting 
within  a  day  or  so.  In  most  instances, 
action  is  completed  in  less  than  a 
week. 


The  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  includes 
Friends  appointed  by  22  of  the  28 
Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  10 
Friends  organizations  in  the  United 
States.  Expressions  of  views  in  the 
FCNL  Washington  Newsletter  are 
guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy 
prepared  and  approved  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  lead¬ 
ings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks 
for  itself  and  for  like-minded 
Friends.  No  organization  can  speak 
officially  for  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLET- 
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utors:  William  Lunsford,  Beth  Bur¬ 
bank,  Edward  F.  Snyder,  Sam 
Levering,  Peter  Kapenga,  Robert 
Cory,  Diana  Bird,  Helen  Alexander. 
245  Second  St.,  N.W.,  Washington, 
D.  C.  20002.  Subscription  $5.00 
per  year  ($8.00  air  mail  outside 
U.S).  Single  copies  50^.  Published 
monthly  except  August-September, 
when  it  is  comhined.  Second  class 
postage  paid  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
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FCNL  ACTION  Bulletins— Back¬ 
ground  information  and  action  sugges¬ 
tions  for  Newsletter  subscribers,  issued 
irregularly  as  need  arises. 

Bulletins  cover  foreign  policy  and 
domestic  human  rights  issues,  includ¬ 
ing  disarmament,  UN  affairs,  economic 
aid,  agricultural  surpluses,  conscription, 
civil  rights,  civil  liberties,  immigration 
and  refugees,  and  American  Indians. 

—  Will  you  take  action?  Check  here 
and  return  to  FCNL  with  your  name 
and  address  at  right. 
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